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Chair:          Randall Smith (2017-2019) 
Vice Chair:  Phillip Stancil (2017-2019) 
Past Chair:  Farid Salama (2017-2019) 
Treasurer:    Roberto Macini (2016-2019)   
Secretary:    Daniel Savin (2016-2019) 
 
Members-at-Large: 

• 2015-2018 
 Jan Cami (molecules) 
 Oswald Siegmund (particles) 

•  2016-2019 
 Crystal Brogan (dust) 
 Stefanie Milam (planetary) 
 John Raymond (plasmas) 

• 2017-2020 
 Artymis Spyrou (nuclear) 
 Ella Sciamma-O’Brien (ices) 

LAD Committee Members 
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Carolyn Kuranz (U. Michigan), Chair 
Jan Cami (U. Western Ontario) 
Moshe Gai (U. Conneticut) 

Election Nominating Committee 



26% voting members cast ballots (39 of 150) 
(15-20% typical for AAS elections). 
 
Members-at-Large (Nuclear/Particles, 2018-2021): 
*Kenneth M. Nollett (San Diego State U.) 
Johan Frenje (MIT) 
 
Members-at-Large (Molecules, 2018-2021): 
*Michael C. McCarthy (Harvard-Smithsonian) 
Brett A. McGuire (Nat’l Radio Astronomy Observatory) 
 

               (*Elected) 

Election Results 
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Annual Metrics 



Annual Metrics 

Membership (as of 30 May 2017) 
•   171 members in all categories. 
•   Decrease of 2 since last year. 
•   39 voted out of 150 voting members. 
•   26% voted this year  
   (26% 2018, 31% 2017, 36% 2015, 40% 2014). 

 

LAD listserv 
•   559 subscribers. 
•   Growth of 35 since last year.  
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Highlights of Past Year 
Lab Astro Prize & Early Career Award Committee 

Farid Salama (NASA ARC), Chair 
Eric Blackman (U. Rochester) 
Jeff Blackmon (LSU) 
James Lawler (U. Wisconsin) 
Phillip Stancil (U. Georgia), ex officio 

Dissertation Prize Committee 
Farid Salama (NASA ARC), Chair 
Eric Blackman (U. Rochester) 
James Lawler (U. Wisconsin) 
Randall Smith (SAO), ex oficio 



Highlights of Past Year 
Prizes and Awards 

 
Laboratory Astrophysics Prize (2018) 

•   Michael Wiescher (U. Notre Dame)  
•   Prize lecture at 2018 LAD meeting.  

 
Early Career Award (2018) 

•   No awardee. 
•   Insufficient number of nominees! 

Dissertation Prize (2018) 
•   Clayton Myers (Princeton U./Sandia Nat’l Lab).  
•   Prize lecture at 2018 LAD meeting. 



Highlights of Past Year 
LAD special session at AAS winter meeting 

•   Water, water, everywhere (~60 attendees) 



Highlights of Past Year 
Lab astro at other AAS division meetings 

•   DPS – Talks embedded in regular sessions. 
•   HEAD – Special session (Smith). 
•   SPD – Talks embedded in regular sessions. 

 
LAD was presented at various meetings and 
workshops during the year (LAW, DAMOP, others)   
 
Kavli Prize 

Ewine van Dishoeck awarded 2018 Prize for 
astrophysics.  She is the President-elect of the IAU.  
And she was the first LAD plenary speaker in 2012.   
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2018 Honors 
Laboratory Astrophysics Prize 

•   For significant contribution over extended time. 
 

Early Career Award  
•   For significant contribution early in career. 
•   No more than 10 years past Ph.D. or equivalent. 

 

Dissertation Prize  
•  For outstanding doctoral dissertation (or the 

equivalent) in laboratory astrophysics. 
 
Cash award, citation, & invited talk at LAD meeting. 
 

lad.aas.org/call_for_nominations 
 



2018 Honors 
Nomination package for the Laboratory 

Astrophysics Prize and the Early Career Award 
(due 01 Jul 2018)  

•   5-page narrative description (including figures & bibliography) 
•   CV 
•   Publication list 
•   Nomination letter 
•   One sentence proposed citation    
•   2 letters of support 
•   Self-nominations accepted 
•   Send to ladsec@aas.org by deadline 

 

Recipient announced Jan 2018; awarded Jun 2018. 
 

Nominees not selected considered for next 2 years. 



2018 Honors 
Nomination package for the Dissertation Prize  

(due 31 Dec 2018) 
 

•   3-page summary of the thesis (including figures & bibliography) 
•   CV  
•   Publication list 
•   Nomination letter 
•   One sentence proposed citation   
•   2 letters of recommendation 
•   A statement from the nominee’s university 
   (Ph.D. or equivalent degree has been awarded) 
•   Send to ladsec@aas.org by deadline 

 

Recipient announced Feb 2018; awarded Jun 2018. 
 

Nominees not selected considered for next 2 years. 
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The Future 
Membership  

•   4th of five year campaign to grow division. 
•   Gift for bringing in new members. 

 

Grow treasury 
•   Fund raise for prizes. 

 

Strengthen connection with other AAS units 
•   DPS, HEAD, SPD. 

Reach out to relevant IAU, ACS, APS units 



The Future 
 

Member involvement 
•   Committees (Nominating, Honors). 
•   Suggestions and Feedback. 

 
Lab Astro session at IAU General Assembly 2018 

•   Organized by Farid Salama. 

Lab Astro session at HEAD meeting 2019 
•   Organized by Randall Smith.  

 
Lab Astro IAU symposium in 2019 

•   Organized by Farid Salama.  


